
Music Modernization Act: Catching Copyright up with Today’s Technology 
Century-old rules written to govern player pianos are hampering songwriters’ ability to get paid

The issue: Technology has made it easier than ever for fans to access and connect with their favorite music. Unfortunately, the copyright rules to ensure that music is 
licensed and the songwriters who create those songs get paid haven’t kept up. In fact, the current framework determining how music is licensed and songwriters get paid 
was originally devised in 1909 to deal with the emerging threat of ... mechanical player pianos!

 Here’s how it works today ... and how it would work under The Music Modernization Act:
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